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gems, if within eight days you return here with the jewels, I will give
you a fitting reward." Said he: " Sire, within eight days exactly I
shall behold your feet; if not, let me be punisht." So speaking the
carrier of the gems went with the merchant to his city, and received
from him the ten jewels. As he was returning with them along the
road, there came a heavy rain. And a certain river swept along there,
overflowing both its banks because of the rain. So, being unable to
cross to the farther bank, he said to a boatman who was standing
there on the shore: "Oarsman, take me across this river/' He re-
plied: "Traveler, today this river is overflowing its banks; how can
it be crost ? Moreover, a wise man should avoid crossing a swollen
river. And thus it is said:
 1.	It is well to avoid carefully the crossing of a great river, enmity
with a great man, and a strife with a great crowd of men.   Also:
 2.	One should under no circumstances put confidence in the
actions of women, in a swollen river-crossing, in a king's favor,
in the friendship of a serpent, or in the love of merchant/'
The carrier of the gems said: " Oarsman, tho what you say is true,
my business is important, and an exception prevails over the rule.
And thus it is said:
3.	An exception shall of course prevail as against the general
rule; or the first may be said regularly to annul the second.
Thus my crossing the river is a matter of general rule, but the king's
business is more important/' The oarsman said: "What is this so
important business of the king ? " The carrier of the gems replied:
" If I do not come into the king's presence this very day bringing ten
jewels, the king's command will be broken, and he will punish me/'
The boatman said: " Then if you will give me five of those jewels, I
will take you across the river/' So the carrier of the gems gave the
boatman five of the jewels, and crossing the river came into the king's
presence, and gave five jewels into his hand. The king said: " Carrier
of the gems, why have you brought only five jewels ? What have you
done with the other five ? " The gem-carrier said: " 0 king, listen,
and I will tell you. I left this city with that merchant, and came to
his city, and he gave me the ten jewels. And when I had taken them
and left that town, as I was returning home, upon the way there came
a very violent rainstorm* And by reason thereof a certain river had
overflowed both its banks and was rushing along in a fresh torrent.
Now I reflected that I was bound to look upon your majesty's feet
within eight days; and so I gave a boatman five jewels to take me

